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GENDER APPROACH IN EDUCATION: THE SEARCH OF METHOTS AND WAYS
OF IMPLEMENTATION IN UKRAINE

The announced idea of the investigation is the case that gender field is an important part of
reforming the national education system. Its uprise is caused by objective process of euro integration of
Ukrainian education system that requires the update of gender field on the basis of democracy. The
concept is build on the understanding of gender as a changeable and dependent on sociocultural situation
category, which is differently defined by modern scientists due to the sphere of scientific research and
adopted social conception. Statements about gender education and upbringing as one of the basic
principles of appropriate development of an individual is analyzed. Reasons that complicate practical
implementation of gender ideology into education is highlighted.
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The state policy of Ukraine in the filed of education requires its adaptation to the level of
the developed countries through strict reformation of conceptual, structural and organizational
basics («Education. Ukraine XXI century»), that is through plane leveling of national education
system with modern world standard. The implementation of the mentioned thesis demands solid
reformation of the state functioning system with a new democratic principles that are free of any
form of discrimination (in particular — gender). These principles may be found in the government
policy of European Union that announced gender mainstreaming policy as one of the ways of
society democratization that proclaims systematic strategy of creating equal opportunities for
men and women, tackling gender asymmetry in all spheres of society’s everyday life. Ukraine
undertook a commitment to reach gender equality by 2015, thus a significant amount of
regulatory acts has been adopted lately, that state the main principles of inner state policy about
overcoming gender asymmetry and form gender balanced society. Moreover, these principles
influence the development of scientific thoughts by identifying its practical focus. The relevance
. that is why, in the context of European direction, the problem of incorporating the gender
component into the education system of young people becomes a special issue in Ukraine.
Nevertheless, the essence of gender education, theoretical and methodological principles and
strategies of implementation of this innovation is still a subject of scientific discussions.

The purpose of the article is to analyze the ways and methods of introducing special
technologies into the educational process that take into account the specifics of women's and
men's psychology, provide a balanced gender component in education.

The problem of gender education and upbringing has cross disciplinary character, thus
methodological basis of the investigation of the problem includes scientific-theoretical
experience of philosophy, political science, sociology, psychology, pedagogy and culturology.
Achievement of gender equality in education requires the necessity of using social technologies
that take into account peculiarities of male and female psychology and provide balanced gender
component in education.

Today, taking into consideration the modern level of gender research in the world and in
Ukraine, we should consider gender approach as a specific field of social science that is focused
on forming and approving the policy of equal, free of gender discrimination, opportunities for
self-realization of an individual in various spheres of social practice [4].
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Gender approach gives a chance to evaluate the results of existing paradigm of socio-
economic development of society and change the system of social differentiation and gender
inequality for better in the process of transition of the state to the sustainable development.

Despite, the rising difference between male and female lifetime, misbalance in the number
of men and women in managing and governing spheres, double occupation of women, lack of
self-realization of men in upbringing and everyday household functions of a family, and double
moral standards demonstrates the existing obstacles that are caused by traditional stereotypes on
the place of each gender in private, professional and social spheres. These stereotypes control the
consciousness of youth and cause them follow particular regulations, principals, and standards of
behavior.

Ukrainian scientists made a big step in solving the problem of gender pedagogy but even
more questions are still unanswered and are in the state of scientific discussions. The problem of
gender education and youth raising in national education institutes is one of those problems.
After analyzing results of theoretical works of researchers and practical conclusions that were
introduced by education institutes about gender education, several contradictions may be
highlighted:

— between world’s experience in implementation of gender ideology in education and
national-cultural peculiarities of attitude towards gender theory, traditions of gender-role
education / raising in Ukraine;

— between intense development of gender investigation in modern science on one hand and
lack of distinct formulated theoretical and methodological principals of these
investigations in pedagogy on the other;

— between proclaimed principal of gender equality in education and orientation of national
education system towards traditional gender stereotypes etc.

Analysis of psychology-pedagogy and sociological literature, analysis of foreign countries

experience, positive criticism of using gender part in different fields of knowledge prove the
necessity of implementation of gender approach in education as general and in organization of
educational process in particular.
The main point of gender education is in omitting of sexism, softening gender stereotypes,
forming the experience of interaction between genders based on egalitarian principals,
preventing comparison based on gender in family, school or any other social institutes, creating
equal conditions and opportunities for development, self-growing and self-realization of each
individual. The following authors analyzed gender education in theirs works: K. P. Veselovska,
T. V. Hovorun, O. M. Kikinezhdi [3], A. H. Khrypkova, O. M. Sharhan, T. I. luferova,
V. O. Vasiutynskyi, 1. S. Kon, H. M. Laktionova, M. Kh. Meltsas, A. A. Palii, A. A. Rean,
T. A. Repina, T. M. Tytarenko, V. P. Kravets [6], A. V. Mudryk [8], S. T. Vykhor [1, 2],
L. V. Shtylova [10] and others.

J. Scott in her «Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis» identifies four
components of the term «gender»: «1) complex of cultural symbols that carries social models of
genders’ behavior; 2) standard statements that are in religious, pedagogic, scientific, law and
political conceptions; 3) social institutes and organizations that covers not only systems of family
relations, family itself and household but also such sexually-determined institutes as labor force
market, education system and government system; 4) self-identification of an individual» [11].
The split of terms «gender» and «sex» targets the goal to divide biological and sociological sex,
while the latest is considered to be defined by social-economic, cultural and historical factors.
T. Hovorun and O. Kikinezhdi highlights the fact that sex and gender are dimensions, sides of a
human being that are connected and fulfill each other and are not absolutely independent
features [3].

The majority of investigators by dividing terms «sex» and «gender» consider that sex
connected only to physiological aspects, while gender is influenced by psychological, social and
cultural differences [4]. The correlation between biological and social in the process of sexual
socialization has different interpretation in foreign psychological theories that has moderate



influence on pedagogic science. Moreover, the majority of definitions that describe the process
of establishing and formation of sexual independence, theirs uncertainty demands more thorough
analysis of terms and studying of theirs interdependence [1].

Problem of gender in pedagogic science is marked in three main aspects: as the one that take
place in education; implementation and realization of gender approach on different levels of
education; development of gender pedagogy programs for universities.

A new area of study emerges in pedagogy, which is ought to connect psychological
theories of sexual socialization and gender researches. Gender pedagogy is presented by the
investigations of V. Kravtsia, O. Lutsenko, O. Tsokur, L. Shtylovoi. V. Kravets set the process
of individual socialization as the basis for building the structure of gender pedagogy, outlining
two aspects: gender socialization and sexual socialization [6]. Gender socialization marks the
influence of social-cultural factors on formation and development of individual, while sexual —
highlights sexual awareness and raising as well as forming sexual culture. Clear separation of
sex, gender sexual helps to understand common terms deeply. O. Lutsenko states that «the main
goal of sexual education is sexual socialization of an individual, that is related to the search and
obtaining of own sexual identity» [7].

A term «gender educationy», its context, goal and mission are not stated clearly in
pedagogic literature. The attention is paid more to the actualization, necessity of gender raising,
demand for integration of gender part such as cross-disciplinary category into pedagogic science
[2]. A. Mudryk connects the necessity of gender raising with: «1) feminization of educational
system; 2) need to restrain, edit the process of men feminization and women maleness; 3) gender
approach may become some form of family feminization compensation as around 50% of Kids
live in a families with no parent and in great number of other cases it is better if there were no
parents at all» [8]. L. Shtylova states that the main problem of pedagogy is the fact that standard
model of sociosexual (gender) education that serves as precondition for executing individually-
oriented approach for democratizing the society in general. She thinks that gender education
differs from traditional sexual education in the following ways: theories of sexual education, that
have biological focus, considers development of male and female identity, as defined by
reproduction function and natural division of labor, according to the sex; gender identity is not
the same for all men and women in the frame of own sex; it is complex, flexible and changeable;
researchers of gender identity focus on studying subjective definitions and models of individual
identity and not on objective functions and statuses of sexes in society; transition from sex
education in medical-biological meaning is being replaced by psychological-pedagogic and
social-pedagogic models of subject investigation [10].

Gender education is a purposeful and systematic influence on consciousness, feelings,
behavior of students with a purpose of developing egalitarian values, respect for the individual,
regardless the sex, level of development of individual qualities and skills for their self-
fulfillment, promoting tolerant behavior and building civil society [1].

The targets of gender education are: implementation of gender approach on all levels of
educational process; realizing the problems of gender parity; obtaining knowledge on biases
concerning each sex and their understanding; softening stereotypes in the sphere of family,
professional and social roles and correcting the conception of masculinity/femininity norms;
enriching emotional world, establishing conditions for individual skills development with the
purpose of self-fulfillment; amassing and forming experience of egalitarian behavior. The means
of implementing gender education in educational activities are to include gender element into
educational process and to use a self-oriented approach in interactions between teachers and
students.

Gender education may also be implemented through: corresponding legislative acts;
various behavioral approaches, as a part of national, moral, family, legal, intellectual, labor;
inclusion in humanitarian disciplines; cooperation of educators and public organizations;
psychological, educational and methodological preparation of educators for implementation of
gender education, propaganda of gender enlightenment [2].



The efficiency of educational work with students depends on the level of gender culture
of the teacher himself, on the way the latter implements the reconstruction of traditional cultural
limitations in personality development of youth, and if she/he creates optimal conditions for
maximum self-fulfillment of girls and boys in the process of educational cooperation.

Implementation of gender approach in the educational system includes: development of
courses, separate modules, establishing educational and methodological basis for training and
retraining of teachers; inclusion of gender researches themes into educational programs of
educational establishments; gaining international experience of implementing gender education;
engaging public organizations to cooperate in implementation of gender approach into
educational process; conducting discussions of main problems of gender education in mass
media and scientific conferences, roundtables [5].

Conclusions. Key tendencies in development of theory and practice of gender education
are: democratization of Ukrainian educational system and gradual implementation of gender
ideas in it; the presence of significant discrepancies in scientists’ understanding of
methodological basis of gender education of youth complicates practical implementation of
gender ideology; modern educational system in Ukraine is still under influence of hidden
educational plan for executing present (dominant) gender relations in society and, therefore,
requires profound development of modern foundation for education and mentoring with a
compulsive consideration of gender component; gender education and mentoring are vital
elements of European integrational process of reforming domestic educational system and is one
of the principles of sustainable growth of modern society, complete personality development.

The implementation of gender education will result in forming gender self-consciousness
among Yyouth that materializes through: understanding of equality of both sexes in social and
political life; active position regarding implementation of gender transformational changes in
Ukraine; ability to compromise, tolerance in different real-life situations.
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AHOHCOBAHOIO [0€€t0 QOCNIOICEHHS € NONIONCEHHS NPO me, W0 TeHOEPHUll HANPIM € CYMIMEGUM
wunHuKOM pegopmysanns imuusuanoi cucmemu oceimu. Hozo noséa cnpuuumena 06 ekmuHUM
npoyecom €8poinmezpayii 0ceimHboi cucmemu Yxpainu, wo 3ymoenoc HeobXioHicmo i OHOGNIeHHS HA
demoxpamuynux 3acaoax. Komyenyis tpynmyemovca na po3yminni remdepy, AK 3MiHI08aHOI ma
COYIOKYIbMYPHO 3YMOGIeHOi kamezopii. [licmanu nodanvuioco po36UmMKY HOJOJCEHHA NPO TEHOEPH)
0c8imy ma 6UX06aHHs, AK 0OHY I3 3aca0 NOGHOYIHHO20 PO3GUMKY 0COOUCMOCMI, 6KA3AHI NPUYUHU, WO
VCKNAOHIOI0Mb NPAKMUYHE GNPOBAONCEHH TEHOEPHOT 1001021 8 GIMYUIHARY 0CGIMY.

Memorwo Oocniddicennss € ananiz WAXi@ ma Memooié GnpoGAONCEHHSA 6 HAGUANLHUL npoyec
CHeyianbHUX MexXHOoN02IU, Wo 8paxo8yioms cneyudiKy HciHouoi ma 4onosiuoi ncuxonoeii, 3abe3neuyoms
306anancosanull 2eH0epHull Komnonenm 6 oceimi. I endeprutl nioxXio 0ae MONCIUBICIb OYIHUMU HACTIOKU
icHYIO4OI napaduemu coyianbHO-eKOHOMIYHO20 PO3GUMKY CYCHINbCMEA MA 3MIHUMU HA Kpauje CUCmeMy
coyianvbHoi ougepenyiayii ma HepieHOCMI 3a 03HAKOIO cMami 8 npoyeci nepexody 0epir*casu 00 CMaLo2o
DO36UMKY.

Ilpobnema rtendepnoi ocgimu ma GUXOBAHHA MAE MIJNCOUCYUNTIHAPHULL Xapakmep, mMomy
MemOoO0N02IUHI OCHOBU OOCNIONCEHHS O3HAUEHOI npobieMu 8paxo8yroms HAYKOB0-mMeopemuyHuil 00csio
@inocoghii, nonimonoeii, coyionozii, ncuxonoeii, nedazoziku ma Kyipbmyponozii. Ha danuii yac, 3 oensaoy
Ha Cy4acHull piseHb po36UMK)Y 2eHOEpHUX 00CHIONCEHb Y c8imi ma 6 YKpaini, Mu Moxicemo 20860pumu npo
2enoepnull nioxio, AK Npo O0COONUBUL HANPAMOK 'y COYIANbHUX HAYKAX, SKUL OPIEHMOBAHUll HA
dopmysanna ma yYmeEepoOXICeHHs NONIMUKU PIGHUX, He 3ANeHCHUX 6i0 cmami MONCTUBOCHIAX
camopeanizayii 100uHY 8 Pi3HUX chepax coyianrbHOI NPAKMUKU.

Bimuusznanumu naykosysamu 3pooieHo 3HAUHULL KPOK Y 8upiulenHi npodiem TeH0epHoi neda2oziku,
npome 6a2amo NUMAaHb 3aIUUAIOMBCS OCMAMOYHO HEePO36 A3aHUMU Ma nepedysaioms y CMaHi HayKoBuUx
OQUCKYCItl, 3-NOMIJIC AKUX GUOKPEMIIOEMO HpOoONeMy IeHOepHOi O0c8imu ma GUXOBAHHA MON0OI Y
BIMYUSHAHUX HABYANbHUX 3aKkAadax. O3HatioMienHs 3 pe3yIbmamamy MeopemuyHux Hanpayroeaus
VUeHUX [ 3000ymKamMu RPAKMU4Hoi OiIbHOCMI 3A2AIbHOOCEIMHIX HABUANbHUX 3AKAA0I8 U000 TeHOEePHOI
ocgimu 0ano 3M02y GUABUMU HU3KY CYNEPEYHOCMeU: MIJC CGIM06oI0 NPAKMUKOI GNPOBAONCEHHS.
TeHOepHoi i0eonoeii 8 0ceimy i HAYIOHATLHO-KYAbMYPHUMU OCOOIUBOCMIAMU CMAGIEHHS 00 TeHOepHOi
meopii, mpaouyismu cmameso-ponbo8oi oceimu / 6UX08aHHA & VKpaiHi; MidC iHMEHCUBHUM PO3GUMKOM
TeHOepHUX O00CHI0NCeHb Y CYHACHIll Hayyi, 3 00H020 OOKY, 1 GIOCYMHICMIO YIMKO OGQOPMIEHUX
MeopemuKo-memo0oN02IUHUX 3ACA0 YUX O00CHI0NCeHb Y nedazoziyi — 3 iHWO020;, MidC 0eKIapo8aHum



NPUHYUNOM TeHOEePHOI pieHOCMI 6 0C8imi ma OpieHMAayicio GIMYUSHAHOI CUcCmemMu O0C8imu Ha
8i000padicenHss MPAOUYITIHUX TEHOEPHUX CIMEPEOMUNIe Moujo.

AHaniz ncuxonoeo-nedazo2ivHoi ma coyionociunol nimepamypu, 6U4eHHs 00CGI0Y 3apyOidnCHUX
KpAiH, NO3UMUHA NPAKMUKA GUKOPUCTNAHHS 2€HOEPHOI CKAA0080I 6 pI3HUX 2any3sX 3HAHb,
niomeepoNCYyIomb OOYILNbHICMb GKIIOUEHHS. 2eHOEPHO20 NiOX00y 00 0C8Iimu 8 YiloMy ma 00 opeaHizayil
HABYANBHO-6UX068H020 npoyecy 30kpema. CymHicmb 2eHOEPHO20 BUXOBAHHS NONA2AE 6 VHUKHEHHI
CeKCUsMy, NOM SKUEHHI 2EeHOEPHUX CMepeomunis, Gopmysanti 00C8idy 63aeMOO0Il Midc cmamsamu Ha
e2animapHux 3acadax, HeOONnyCmMuMoCmi NPOMUCMABLEHHS 3a CIAMEBOI0 03HAKOIO 8 Cim T, Ko, 6)0b-
AKUX ~ CYCHITbHUX — THCHIUMYMAX, CMGOPEHHI PIGHUX VMO8 md MOMNCIUGOCMel 018 PO3GUMKY,
CAMOBOOCKOHANICHHSL | camMopeanizayii KodcHoi ocooucmocmi.

Bnposaodoicenns cendeproco nioxody 6 cucmemy 0C8imu GKIIOUAE: PO3POOKY HABUATLHUX KYPCI8,
OKpemMux Mooy, 30MUCHEHHs HABUATbHO-MEMOOUYHO20 3a0e3nedents ni02omogKu i nepeniocomosxu
BUKNIAOAYIG;, BKAIOUEHHS MeMAMUKU 2eHOepHUX O0CHi0NCeHb 00 HAGUANLHUX NPOSPAM HABUATLHUX
3aK1a0I8;,  BUGHEHHS MINCHAPOOHO20 00CBIOY 13 GNPOBAONCEHHSI 2eHOEPHOI  0C8Imu,  3Q/)YYEeHHS.
2POMAOCLKUX OpeaHizayiil 00 CHIBPOOIMHUYMBA Y BNPOBAONCEHHI 2eHOEPHO20 NIOX00Y 6 HABYAIbHOMY
npoyeci; nposedents 062060PeHHb OCHOBHUX NPOOIEM 2eHOEPHOT 0C8imu 6 3acobax Macosoi ingopmayii,
Ha HAYKOBUX KOHGDEPEHYISX, KPY2IUX CIOIAX

Ax  pezyibmam  GNPOBAONCEHHSI 2€HOEPHO20 BUXOBAHHS Y MOA00I (OPMYEMbCs  2eHOepHA
CamocsioomMicmp, W0 NPOSAGIAEMbCI Uepes. YCEIOOMIEeHHS PIGHONPAGHOCE 000X cmameil Y CYCRIIbHOMY
ma NONMUYHOMY JHCUMMI; AKMUBHA NO3UYIS CMOCOBHO BHPOBAOINCEHHS 2eHOEPHUX NEePemEopeHdb 6
Ykpaini; 30amuicmo 0o komnpomicy, moaepanmuicmo y pisHUX HCUMMEBUX CUMYAYLSX.

Knrouosi cnosa: cendepra nedazozika, MacKyiiHHOCMb, COYIAIbHA NPAKMUKA, CIMAMe80-poib08a
oceima.
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